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Texas Marble Collectors Show — Reserve Your Table Now!

Spring 2021 Marble Show

WHEN:
Saturday, April 24, 2021 from 9am—3pm

ROOM TRADING: 
Thursday and Friday evenings, April 22 & 24

HOTEL: 
Wingate by Wyndham & Williamson Conference 
Center
1209 N IH 35
Round Rock, Texas, 78664 

HOTEL RESERVATIONS: 512. 341.7000
 
SHOW COORDINATOR: Carroll Collier

TABLE RESERVATIONS: 512.751.2945 or
Cdc2@flash.net

Fall 2021 Marble Show

WHEN:
Saturday, October 9, 2021 from 9 am—3 pm

ROOM TRADING:
Thursday and Friday evenings October 7 & 8

HOTEL:
Radisson Hotel—North @ Fossil Creek
2540 Meacham Bluv.
Fort Worth, Texas  76106

HOTEL RESERVATIONS: 817.625.9911
 
SHOW COORDINATOR: J. Lynn Johnson

TABLE RESERVATIONS: 940.300.3222 or Lynn.
johnson@unt.edu
 

As we enter 2021, let’s all hope that we will return to ‘a new normal’ with our marble hobby along with 
visiting family and friends. As you know, we canceled our 2020 shows and our stay-at-home time made it 
difficult to produce our Newsletters. As we print this Newsletter, it seems that much of 2021 depends on the 
availability of the Covid vaccine.  Our Board is optimistic and have contracts with hotels in Round Rock 
and Fort Worth for our Shows in 2021. We will keep you posted with our plans as we move forward. 



This edition of our TMC Newsletter is dedicated to the Vitro 
Agate Company and the beautiful marbles the firm produced.  

The Vitro marble has been a major theme for our Newsletters 
over the years.  In 2019, Volume 11, Issue 1 was the most recent 
edition dedicated to Vitro marbles.  Prior to the 2019 edition, 
Jim Graber, one of our members from the Austin area wrote an 
extensive explanation of the many pattern designs created by 
Vitro managers and engineers.   
 
We believe there are many reasons why Vitro marbles holds our 
attention.  Our literature tell us that Vitro Agate Company was 
established in 1932 in Parkersburg, West Virginia.  The name, 
Vitro Agate was altered in 1969 with a change in ownership.  
The firm remained active, however,  until the early 1990s when 
much of the equipment and machinery was purchased by 
Jabo, Inc.  The length of ownership and productivity allowed 
many, many marble designs, innovations, and colors to be 
created.  Thus, for collectors, Vitro marbles offer almost limitless 
opportunities to identify and collect marble patterns and colors. 
 
We hope that a few of the pictures offered in this Newsletter 
will encourage you to expand you collection or even start a new 
design with your Vitro marble collection. 
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One of the more interesting 
combinations of color and design 
patterns created by Vitro is described by 
collectors as the Wedding Cake.  

We have two pictures showing the 
Wedding Cake marble.  The Wedding 
Cake marble is characterized by three 
colors of glass with one color showing 
the ‘distinctive Vitro “V” in color.  The 
remaining two colors will be a “white 
color on white.”  In other words, the 
white base of the Wedding Cake will 
also contain a ‘white patch’ of a slightly differing shade of white.  The distinctive “V” will appear to be 
integrated on top of the white patch portion of the marble.  The Wedding Cake marble is also oversized, 
usually ¾” or more.
 
The picture showing the three marbles may give the best image of the white patch, distinctive “V” and 
white base.  Does the white patch edge appear in our image?

As Vitro marbles were produced and shipped, the firm call them Tri-Lites.  Thus, the marbles below were 
called Tri-Lites as they were designed, produced and shipped from Vitro; children with their marble 

games and collectors over 
the years have given more 
common names.  The Tri-Li-
te or Wedding Cake marble 
shown below is an excellent 
example of a grouping of 
Vitro marbles and the names 
we use today.    
 

A VITRO WEDDING CAKE MARBLE COLLECTION
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Having briefly described collecting the Wedding Cake marble, let us move to another interesting Vitro 
marble.  Vitro collectors tell us that one of the more interesting sub-categories of the Vitro Tri-Lites use 
the ‘common name of the Pea Family.’   Tri-Lites that fit into this sub-category do so based on the color 
design of the marbles.  Here are several pictures of Tri-Lites that fit into the Pea Family of marbles. 

VITRO TRI-LITES THAT COLLECTORS 
CALL THE PEA FAMILY

C H I C K  P E A SW E E T  P E A

B L AC K- E Y E D  P E A B I S C U I T  &  R E D  E Y E D  G RAV Y
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We hope that you have enjoyed reading about Vitro Wedding Cake and Pea Family marbles.  More 
importantly, we hope you will consider starting or enhancing your Wedding Cake or Pea Family 
collection. We would like to finish our Newsletter with two very special Vitro Tri-Lite marbles.  The 
Tri-Lites we want to finish with are Buttermilk and Superior marbles.  While there are many, many 
reasons to appreciate these two design patterns, think about Vitro’s use of the ‘red color’ in its marble 
design.  The fact that the company use “All Reds” to designate a major grouping of marbles gives one 
a clue to the importance of the red color pattern.  We think the Vitro Buttermilk and Superior marble 
designs highlights the very best ‘reds color patterns’ we have in marble collecting.

A QUICK LOOK AT BUTTERMILKS 
AND SUPERIOR MARBLES

N O W  F O R  A  V I T R O  M A R B L E  A S S I G N M E N T
— F I N D  A  PA R A K E E T
 We want to finish this Newsletter with a ‘bit of a challenge’ for you.  You 
are probably familiar with the Vitro Parrot marble.  Have you found 
a Parakeet in your collection?  We have placed several pictures of a 
Parakeet below.  We consider the marble one of the more difficult Vitros 
to find and collect.  As you look at the pictures below, notice the color 
patters, variety of colors and limited coverage provided by the color 
patches.  Most collectors prefer the Parakeet marble to be ‘smaller vs. 
larger’ within the Vitro groupings. 

B U T T E R M I L K

S U P E R I O R S
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57 VARIETIES 

No, not 57 varieties of Heinz catsup;  57 different color combinations of Vitro Tiger Eyes 
(type 1). In an article in the WVMCC Newsletter (Issue 11, May 2005), I identified four 
different styles of Vitro Tiger Eyes. Type l is the earliest and most common style. It has a 
clear base with a color patch on the top, a white patch on bottom and a half & half ribbon 
around the middle. (See circles on the left). The ribbon is usually two colors although it can 
also be just one color. 

The common Tiger Eye (type 1) made in the early 1950's has always intrigued me because 
of the many different color combinations that can be found. So, I began looking for and ac-
cumulating the various combinations. To simplify my search I came up with a code for each 
variety I found. Color I is for the top patch color, Colors 2 & 3 are for the ribbon colors...Cl 
(top patch)-C2/C3(ribbon/ribbon). Some examples: Y-O/P is Yellow patch and an Orange/
Purple ribbon. BB-O/Y is Baby Blue patch and an Orange/Yellow ribbon. P-Y/Y is Purple 
patch and a Yellow/Yellow ribbon. Otherwise, you will eventually become confused. At least 
I did. 

For many years, I have been acquiring the different color combinations never 
knowing how many there were. Finally, it got so 
complicated that I decided to put some order to 
it. This is what I discovered. Vitro only used six 
different colors for the top patch and ribbon(s), 
plus white for the bottom patch. In alphabetical 
order the colors are: Blue, Baby Blue, Green, 
Orange, Purple, & Yellow. Therefore, there are 
six different color patches that can be used for 
the top of the marble. Since it doesn't make 
sense for the ribbon to be the same color as the 

top patch, there are five colors (for each top patch) 
that can be used. Because the ribbon can have one or two colors, there 
are many different color combinations for each color patch. After some 
fooling around, it became clear that a 5 X 5 table shows all possible dif-
ferent combinations (25 different combinations). Ten of the ribbon color 
combinations are identical because they are just opposites of each other 
(ex. Orange/Yellow ribbon is the same as Yellow/Orange ribbon). That 
means that there are ten different possible 2/color ribbons and five differ-
ent possible 1/color ribbons for a total of 15 different possible ribbons for 
each color patch. 

Since there are six different color top patches with 15 different possible 
ribbon combinations for each patch, there are a total of 90 different color 
combinations for the common Vitro Tiger Eye (type 1). (See chart on 
next page). After years of searching, I’ve found 57 of them. 

If you are a little confused that is OK. I was confused for 2 years. Go 
back to the marbles on the left. Did you notice that there are three dif-
ferent color combinations in that photo? Each has a different color patch 
(Orange, Purple & Yellow) with the other two colors making up the 2 
color ribbon. P-O/Y is a common. O-P/Y and Y-O/P are rare.

Even though there are 90 possible color combinations for the Vitro Tiger 

BY CHARLES BRANDSTETTER |  JULY 31, 2006

PHOTOS #1

PHOTO #2

PHOTO #3
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SPECIAL THANKS TO MIKE ADAMS FOR THE COLOR CHART & GRAPHICS AND BOB BYARD FOR THE PHOTOS. 

Eye (type 1), that doesn’t mean that all 90 exist. The marble workers probably did not try to get all possible color 
combinations but just wanted to get interesting combinations. It is unlikely that we will ever find all 90. Or, is it? 

At this point it must be noted, that other variations of the Vitro Tiger Eye (type 1) can be found My opinion is that 
they are just simple variations: light Purple or dark Purple and Green or Aventurine Green. Most likely there are 
other color variations. There are also errors. The most interesting one we have is Y-Y/Y. We have also found ribbons 
missing a color; but, the missing color is a brighter White than the bottom White patch. 

Included are group photos of some of the different color combinations of the Vitro Tiger Eye (type 1 ). Photo #2 
has seven common color combinations. Photo #3 has seven rare color combinations. All Orange patches are rare. For 
those who may be interested, we have included (Chart C) as a checklist that you can use to see bow many different 
color combinations of Vitro Tiger Eyes (type I) you can find. The good news is that most of these marbles can be 
found for S 1.00 and often much less. Finally (and I hate to bring this up); but, there are at least three other styles of 
Vitro Tiger Eyes to be researched. 
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